
arrange more of such events to reinforce this partnership. 

Another major and collaborative event in this quarter was 

Trident 4.0 organized jointly by AISSMS IOIT/COE, G H 

Raisoni and SICSR along with IEEE Pune Section & PMC 

CDO. It was a Hackathon during which students provided 

innovative solutions for problems faced by the society in 

different areas including agriculture, Smart Cities and oth-

ers. 
 

I had an opportunity to inaugurate two SIG AA labs set up 

using funding received from Humanitarian Activities Com-

mittee; one in MIT WPU and the other in AISSMS. Was 

quite impressed to witness the passion and commitment of 

the students in implementing projects to provide innova-

tive solutions to small farmers. The students and faculty 

members also had a field trip to a village near Shirur to 

understand scientific approach to organic farming.  SIG AA 

is planning to organize exhibition on Affordable Agriculture 

at the two project sites (Hatola & Kerwadi) in Marathwada 

on 7th, 8th & 9th November. The demo farms in these 

two locations have already become operational and some 

of us got a chance to buy the cold pressed oil produced in 

these farms. We are also looking forward to release of SIG 

AA publication on agriculture best practices. 

 

"STEM to STEAM" initiative also had a busy quarter starting 

with Megh Malhar event organized in Kelkar Museum to 

welcome the monsoon season, The team also had a brain-

storming session with noted singer Mahesh Kale who gave 

very insightful inputs on what steps could be taken by the 

team to take the initiative forward. There was a museum 

walk organized in which the participants were provided 

exposure to combination of history and geography. 
 

There were other important events like the workshop 

with Google organized by Computer Society, Knowledge 

Feast jointly organized by IEEE and EBSCO. The inaugural 

event of our Student Branches was held in AISSMS on 24th 

July to kick off activities lead by the new team of office 

bearers. VIT organized their annual Intromeet event and 

have shown good progress on membership enrolment.  I 

would like to congratulate the Co- SSR Gaurav Sonwane 

on selection of his paper for NASA Space Camp.  
 

Look forward to another exciting quarter with support 

from all of you. 

 
 
 
 
Best regards, 

Dinanath Kholkar 
Chair, IEEE Pune Section 

Dear IEEE Members, 
 

We are gathering momentum 

as the date for PuneCon 

(18th, 19th & 20th Dec)  is 

fast approaching.  The re-

search paper evaluation is in 

progress and tutorials for the 

conference have been an-

nounced. We have got confirmations from eminent 

personalities from the technical field as Keynote Speak-

ers and speakers for Invited Talks. Would encourage 

each one of you to actively participate and benefit from 

this international conference being jointly organized by 

IEEE Pune Section & MIT WPU. Look forward to sup-

port from all the members to make this event a huge 

success. 

 

The last quarter was a very eventful, the biggest high-

light being the colloquium on education organized on 

the valedictory event of TDCS/Eureka. We were fortu-

nate to have Dr Kasturirangan as the Chief Guest for 

the event along with other eminent personalities like 

Dr Sunil Mukhi (IISER), Mr Suryakant Kulkarni 

(Founder of Swapnabhumi) and Dr Vishwanathrao Kar-

ad (Founder & Chancellor of MIT WPU). TDCS/Eureka 

is a national level contest for raising the National Tech-

nological Literacy Level.  Would like to acknowledge 

relentless efforts put in by Dr G S Mani, our past Chair 

for making this event a success. The other major event 

in the last quarter was ICCUBEA 2019 international 

conference organized by Pimpri Chinchwad College of 

Engineering and partnership with IEEE. 

 

I am pleased to share with you that our IEEE Pune 

Section recently won the following awards. 

- R10 Outstanding Medium Section Award  

- R10 Best Membership Growth Medium Section Award 

- R10 Humanitarian Technology Activities Outstanding Sec-

tion Award  

- R10 Outstanding Volunteer Award to Prof. Rajesh Ingle  

Our section was also recognized by Chair, IEEE Mem-

bership Recruitment and Recovery Committee for 

meeting our recruitment and retention goals for 2019. 

 

In line with our stated approach of bringing value to 

our members, we organized a professionally conducted 

workshop on ML/Python in Statistics department of 

SPPU. This is an excellent example of collaboration 

between IEEE, academia and industry. There was a huge 

response to this workshop which indicated that there 

is lot of demand for quality workshops. We need to 
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Editorõs Note 

Dear  Friends,  
 
I am delighted to present the newsletter for 3rd quarter of the year and would proudly like to mark it as a quarter 

of awards and achievements.  This quarter, we witnessed the result of consistent and concerted efforts of many 

passionate souls, their magnificent planning and diligent execution by many involved and dedicated members. With 

lots of boost and vigor we are moving towards last quarter of the year to host our flagship annual conference Pu-

neCon  and announce the awards of IEEE Pune Section , along with all our preplanned activities. But before that, 

enjoy reading the activities of 3rd quarter and do not forget to share it with your non-IEEE friends too. 

 

Neha Sharma, Editor, IEEE Pune Section Newsletter 

 



IEEE Pune Section: A journey from Medium Section to Large Section 
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A very active and a decade old Pune Sub-Section was elevated to IEEE Pune Section in the year 2010. The section has been a very vibrant sec-

tion since its inception and has picked up further momentum in the last 3 to 4 years. The section has 06 societies, 02 affinity group, 25 student 

branches and 1370 members including 61 senior members. The distribution is depicted in the tables below: 

 

The city of Pune is a global hub for high quality education, and carrying on the legacy of our country which housed the 1st University of the 

world. The city has many nationally and internationally recognized premier educational institutes. The city also attracts lot of talent due to ex-

cellent weather and overall quality of life. It is a major center for Information Technology and IT Enabled Services (ITES) and has also evolved 

into a hub for the manufacturing and automobile industries. The city also has a rich tradition of culture, arts and music which manifests itself 

through events such as Sawai Gandharva (annual gathering of Indian classical music maestros) and the Ganapati festival, and both attracts many 

international tourists to the city. Interestingly, the city is also activism-rich with many activists and NGOs passionately working towards various 

social causes which lends a unique culture to the city. These strengths made Pune an obvious choice as one of the pilots for Smart City Devel-

opment, a key initiative of Government of India. 

  
Name of Society  

Number 

of mem-

bers 

IEEE Computer Society 148 

IEEE Communication Society 27 

IEEE Education Society 23 

IEEE Instrumentation & Measurement Society 5 

IEEE Power Energy Society 33 

IEEE Industrial application Society 17 

IEEE Women In Engineering 68 

IEEE Young Professionals 328 

  
Type of Membership  

Number of 

members  

Associate Member 17 

Graduate student member 82 

Life member 2 

Life senior 2 

Member 356 

Senior Member 60 

Student Member 982 

Affiliate 5 

Total 1506 

IEEE Pune Section has a limited geographical area covering Pune city. Rest of the areas surrounding the sectionõs jurisdiction comes under Bom-

bay section. The section has converted this into an opportunity to grow qualitatively on multiple dimensions. The section has a good mix of 

professional and student members. It is matter of pride for the section to have many eminent members like Dr Vijay Bhatkar and Mr D M Ta-

gare, Dr. Doke, Dr. Khurjekar, and many like them who have consistently provided guidance to the Execom and office bearers of the section. 

The section has a very well defined roadmap which is revisited during every AGM. The section clearly defines its focus areas at the beginning of 

the year and accordingly drives its initiatives. The section leadership ensures that the chosen focus areas are in alignment with the overall mis-

sion and vision of IEEE. The current focus areas of the Section are PuneCon (flagship international conference of the Pune Section), Affordable 

Agriculture, Stem to Steam. PuneCon attracts participation from across the country and beyond in form of research papers, guest speakers and 

participants. The SIG for Affordable Agriculture (AA) has set up AA labs in six engineering institutes. They are partnering with two NGOs in 

drought prone area of Marathwada to encourage collective and eco-friendly farming. This initiative has been funded by IEEE HAC and IEEE 

Foundation. For òStem to Steamó we are working on evolving a cultural think tank with a view to encourage interest in liberal arts and culture. 

We are leveraging Kelkar Museum as a platform for this initiative.  

 

The section also drives other novel and useful initiatives such as Eureka (national level technology dissemination contest for students) in which 

engineering college students encourage rural and urban school students to pursue higher education especially in the science & technology area. 

IEEE Pune Section Young Professionals (YP) Affinity Group has started IEEE Pune Mentoring Program. This initiative aims to build a strong cul-

ture of mentoring in Pune. Young professionals and students can reach out to accomplished professionals to seek career guidance. Apart from 

one-on-one connects between the mentors and mentees, there are panel discussions being organized in this initiative. The initiative has been 

appreciated by the President of IEEE. Other interesting events recently organized by the section are IEEE SPS Winter School, Design Thinking 

Workshop, Talk Series on Industry 4.0, Indicon, WIE Conference and International Hackathon in partnership with Austin City..Besides, there 

are multiple activities being organized by the respective student branches. More details can be found on the section website 

(www.ieeepunesection.org) 
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A unique programme under Stem to Steam initiative was orga-

nized at Kelkar Museum on 03 July 2019 from 11 am to 3 pm. 

The name of the event was òMegh Malharó, where melodious 

music by students of SNDT, Pune was beautifully blended with 

information regarding ancient communication system by Dr. 

Raut. The event provided interesting information like ð how 

directions were found long before Google Maps came along?, 

how lovers united by love but separated by distance addressed 

each other long before Laila Majnu?, how addresses were code 

long before advent of pin codes?,how communications were 

sent long before Marconi? The history of Maha kavi Kalidasõs 

life, poem and ragas were also shared in the event.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stem to Steam Initiative: Megh Malhar 
3rd July 2019, Kelkar Museum, Pune 

Role of Data & Analytics in Social Transformation  
5th July 2019, TCS Sahyadri Park, Pune  

IEEE Computer Society Pune Chapter organized workshop on "Role of Data & Analytics in Social Transformation" at TCS 

Sahyadri Park on Friday, 5th July, 2019. This workshop was attended by Mrs. Pratima Joshi, Co-founder, Shelter Associates, 

Mr. Pradeep Lokhande, Founder, Rural Relations, Mr. Hemant Joshi, Head of Data Office, TCS, Mrs. Anita Kane, City Data 

Officer, Pune Muncipal Corporation; Mr. Sudhir Hasbe, Director of Product Management at Google Cloud, Dr Rajesh Ingle, 

Mr Arun Kadekodi (CEO, Soft Corner) and Jagdish Chaudhari. 
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The Lakadi Ghana has been set up and made operational in Swapna bhu-

mi with the help of Foundation Project Fund and was inaugurated at the 

hands of Collector, Parbhani on 08 July 2019.  

 

Prof. Khurjekar, Mr. Harish Taru and Mr. Jagdish Chaudhari also visited 

the Organic Farm of Mr. Dipak Narwade. They were quite impressed 

with his knowledge, creativity and commitment. 

Affordable Agriculture:  

Farm Visit 
08th July 2019, Swapnabhumi  

 

There was a meeting with singer Mahesh Kale to discuss 

Stem to Steam initiative of IEEE Pune Section activities at 

MITCOE, Pune on 15 July 2019.   

Stem to Steam Initiative:  

Brain Storming 
15th July 2019, MITCOE  

Team of òStem to Steamó brain storming with singer Mahesh Kale ð MIT College of Engineering Pune  

 

Meeting towards preparation of 

International Conference on 

Emerging Smart Computing and 

Informatics (ESCI-2020) orga-

nized by AISSMS IoIT, Pune on 

24 July 2019 at 3.00 pm. The 

conference is technically spon-

sored by IEEE Pune Section. 

IEEE Pune Section Conference (ESCI-2020): Review Meeting  
24th July 2019, AISSMS IoIT 

Organizing Committee of ESCI with Technical Team of IEEE Pune Section for Review Meeting  
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Student Branch Chair, Co-Chair and Counselors Meet 
24th July 2019, AISSMS IoIT  

Student Activities Committee organized a meet of Student Branch Chair, Co-Chair and Branch Counsellor on 24 July 2019 from 1.30 pm onwards at 

AISSMS IoIT, Pune. There was a huge response to this meeting. Dr. Amar Buchade, Secretary, IEEE Pune Section presented the activities being con-

ducted by different IEEE Society Chapters, Affinity Groups at section level.  

The meeting started at 2:00 pm. All the attendees were welcomed by Mr. Shubhankar Niphadkar, SSR of IEEE Pune Section, who put forth the agen-

da for the meeting. IEEE Pune Section as well as the activities conducted in the section was  introduced by  Dr. Amar Buchade . Mr. Jagdish 

Chaudhary, addressed the meeting and motivated everyone to actively participate in IEEE activities. Dr. P. B. Mane asked for interaction amongst 

colleges and stressed the importance of physical networking and activity sharing. He also gave information about the working of the section. Mrs. 

Rajashree Jain explained the funding process of IEEE and gave information about the WIE Branch of IEEE. After that, all the Student Branch Coordi-

nators shared information about their planned activities. The queries of the colleges were resolved by the execom members. The meeting conclud-

ed at 3:15 pm with the vote of thanks being proposed by Mr. Gaurav Sonawane, Co-SSR of IEEE Pune Section. 

IEEE Membership Development Booth 
25th July 2019, Hotel Westin  

IEEE Membership Development booth was setup in ñEmbedded Safety and Security Summit 2019ò at Hotel Westin on 25 July 2019 by Membership 

development. There was an excellent response for our stall. 


